The corporate mine operator's violation was cited in a
104(d)(l) type Citation No. 576827 issued on April 2, 1980, and
alleged as follows:

In Room No. 3 of JME Panel there1 was a person welding
with an arc on No. 3 miner head in the last open cross-
cut.  There was no person testing for methane with a
methane detecting device.  The content of methane in the
air at the miner head was .0%.  Less than 20 feet away,
the methane content was from .2% to .5%.  The readings
were taken with CSE Model 102 methane detector, the
charge was checked after the readings and was found to
be 3.8.  The detector was last calibrated 0015 hours
4/2/80.  The panel foreman was aware that his men were
welding at this location.

Jones denied the allegation.

After notice to the parties, a hearing on the merits was
held in Green River, Wyoming.  Post-hearing briefs have been
filed by both parties.  Based on the evidence presented at the
hearing and the contentions of the parties, I make the following
decision.  To the extent that the contentions of the parties are
not incorporated in this decision, they are rejected.

STIPULATIONS

At the hearing, the parties agreed to the following
stipulations which were accepted (Transcript at 5).

1.  Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission
(Commission) has jurisdiction over the matter at issue here.

2.  Allied Chemical Corporation is, in fact, a corporation.

3.  Thomas E. Jones is an agent of Allied Chemical
Corporation.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.  On April 1, 1980, Melvin R. Jacobson received a
telephone call from a Thomas C. Dean.  Jacobson is the supervisor
in the Green River, Wyoming, Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (MSHA) field office.  Dean is a miner and employee of
Allied Chemical Corporation at their Alchem Trona Mine.  Dean
stated that during the graveyard shift on March 31, 1980, Tom
Jones, a supervisor, allowed a piece of schedule 24 equipment
(lube truck) to be parked and operated in and beyond the last
open cross-cut in the south area of the mine. Also, that welding
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